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EDUCATION











Ph.D.
2015 Philosophy, Michigan State University
Dissertation Title: Community Epistemic Capacities for Environmental Justice and Food Sovereignty. Committee: Kyle Whyte (Chair), Paul Thompson, Michael O'Rourke, Lisa Schwartzman

M.A.
2009 Humanities with Philosophy Focus, California State University Dominguez Hills
B.A.
2004 History, University of Washington
A.A.
1998 Cum Laude, Peninsula College
RESEARCH AND TEACHING AREAS









Areas of Specialization
Environmental Philosophy; Philosophy of Technology; Bioethics; Philosophy of Food
Areas of Competence
Ethics; Practical Ethics (especially Engineering Ethics); Philosophy of Science; Philosophy of Animals; Social and Political Philosophy; Social Epistemology
PUBLICATIONS 











Books and Monographs
3. Werkheiser, I. Environmental Justice in Digital Worlds. Forthcoming with Oxford University Press. Projected to be published 2026.

2. Werkheiser, I. and Michael Butler (eds.) Finding our Place in the Digital World: Philosophical Essays on Technology, Phenomenology, and the Environment. Forthcoming with Springer. Projected to be published 2026.
1. Werkheiser, I. and Zachary Piso. (eds.) 2017. Food Justice in US and Global Contexts: Bringing Theory and Practice Together. (Vol. 24 of The International Library of Environmental, Agricultural, and Food Ethics). Springer.

Refereed Journal Articles and Book Chapters 
25. Werkheiser, I. 2024. The Promise in Disasters: Reducing Epistemic Deficits of Food Systems for Sustainability. In Zachary Piso and Samantha Noll (eds). Paul B. Thompson’s Philosophy of Agriculture: Fields, Farmers, Forks, and Food pp. 103-113. Springer’s International Library of Environmental, Agricultural, and Food Ethics series.

24. Elliott, K. and Ian Werkheiser. 2023. A Framework for Transparency in Precision Livestock Farming. Animals 13.18.
23. Werkheiser, I. and Michael Butler (eds) 2023. “Digital Worlds” special issue of Techne: Research in Philosophy and Technology 27.2
22. Werkheiser, I. and Michael Butler. 2023. Reality, Attention, and Sociality: Towards a Philosophy of Digital Worlds. Techne: Research in Philosophy and Technology 27.2 

21. Werkheiser, I. 2020. A Right to Understand Injustice: Epistemology and the “Right to the Truth” in International Human Rights Discourse. The Southern Journal of Philosophy 58.1: 186-199.
20. Werkheiser, I. 2020. Technology and responsibility: a discussion of underexamined risks and concerns in Precision Livestock Farming. Animal Frontiers 10.1: 51-57.
19. Werkheiser, I. 2018. Precision Livestock Farming and Farmers’ Duties to Livestock. Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10806-018-9720-0.
18. Noll, S. and Ian Werkheiser. 2018. Local Food Movements: Differing Conceptions of Food, People, and Change. In Anne Barnhill, Tyler Doggett, and Mark Budolfson (eds.) Oxford Handbook of Food Ethics. Oxford, United Kingdom: Oxford University Press.
17. Werkheiser, I. 2018. Culture and Ethics Concerning Food Attributes. In Shigeru Matsumoto and Tsunehiro Otsuki (eds.) Consumer Perception of Food Attributes. Boca Raton, Florida: CRC Press.
16. Werkheiser, I. 2017. Loss of epistemic self-determination in the Anthropocene. Ethics, Policy & Environment, pp.1-12.
15. Piso, Z. and Ian Werkheiser. 2017. Fish, Fowl, and Food Justice. In Werkheiser, I. and Zachary Piso (eds.) Food Justice in US and Global Contexts: Bringing Theory and Practice Together. (Vol. 24 of The International Library of Environmental, Agricultural, and Food Ethics). Springer.
14. Werkheiser, I. and Zachary Piso. 2017. Bringing Theory and Practice Together for Food Justice. In Werkheiser, I. and Zachary Piso (eds.) Food Justice in US and Global Contexts: Bringing Theory and Practice Together. (Vol. 24 of The International Library of Environmental, Agricultural, and Food Ethics). Springer.
13. Werkheiser, I. 2016. Individual and Community Identity in Food Sovereignty. In Mary 

Rawlinson and Caleb Ward (eds.) Handbook of Food Ethics. New York, NY: Routledge Press. 377-387.
12. Werkheiser, I. 2016. Developing Community Epistemic Capacities. Social Epistemology Review and Reply Collective. 5.2: 97-101.
11. Werkheiser, I. 2016. Food Policies Empowering Democratic and Epistemic Self-Determination. Journal of Social Philosophy. 47.1: 25-40.
10. Piso, Z., Ian Werkheiser, Samantha Noll, and Christina Leshko. 2016. Sustainability of What? Recognizing the Diverse Values that Sustainable Agriculture Works to Sustain. Environmental Values. 25: 195-214.
9. Werkheiser, I. 2015. Community Epistemic Capacity. Journal of Social Epistemology. 30.1: 25-44.
8. Werkheiser, I. and Zachary Piso. 2015. People Work to Sustain Systems: A Framework for Understanding Sustainability. Journal of Water Resources Planning and Management. 141.12.
7. Werkheiser, I., Shakara Tyler, and Paul B. Thompson. 2015. Food Sovereignty: Two Conceptions of Food Justice. In Jill Dieterle (ed.) Just Food: Philosophy, Justice and Food, London, United Kingdom: Rowman & Littlefield International. 71-86.

6. Werkheiser, I. 2015. Fighting Nature: An Analysis and Critique of Breed-Specific Flourishing Arguments for Dog Fights. Society & Animals 23.5: 502-520.

5. Werkheiser, I. 2014. Food Sovereignty, Health Sovereignty, and Self-Organized Community Viability. Interdisciplinary Environmental Review. 15.2/3: 134-146.
4. Werkheiser, I. 2014. Asking for Reasons as a Weapon: Epistemic Justification and the Loss of Knowledge. Journal of Cognition and Neuroethics. 2.1: 173-190.
3. Werkheiser, I. and Samantha Noll. 2014. From Food Justice to a Tool of the Status Quo: Three Sub-movements Within Local Food.  Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics. 27: 201-210.
2. Werkheiser, I. 2013. Domination and Consumption: an Examination of Veganism, Anarchism, and Ecofeminism. Journal of Existential and Phenomenological Theory and Culture. 8.2: 135-160.
1. Beck, D., Mladjo Ivanovic, Ian Werkheiser, and Samantha Noll. 2013. The Ethics of Consuming: Community, Agency, and Participation in Global Food Systems. in The Ethics of Consumption: the Citizen, the Market, and the Law, Helena Röcklinsberg, Per Sandin (eds.) Wageningen, Sweden: Wageningen Academic Publishers. pp. 437-447.
Selected Reviews and Essays
6. Werkheiser, I. 2017. Livestock Participating in Their Own Welfare: The Risks and Promise of Precision Livestock Farming. Eursafe News 19.1: 6-9.
5. Werkheiser, I. 2015. Review of Carol Gould's Interactive Democracy: The Social Roots of Global Justice in Contemporary Political Theory 14: 37-40.
4. Werkheiser, I. 2015. Radically Connected: The Structure and Political Promise of Interdependence. Radical Philosophy Review 18.1:193-196.

3. Werkheiser, I. 2014. Review of Raymond Corbey and Annette Lanjouw's The Politics of Species: Reshaping our Relationships with Other Animals, in Biological Conservation 175: 94.
2. Werkheiser, I. 2013. Review of Mark Bekoff's Ignoring Nature No More: The Case for Compassionate Conservation, in Biological Conservation 167: 76.
1. Werkheiser, I. 2012. Review of Stephen Eric Bronner’s Socialism Unbound: Principles, Practices, and Prospects, in Socialism and Democracy 26.3: 197-200.
AWARDED GRANTS










2025
Primary Investigator. Project Title: Philosophy as a Way of Life: A Humanities Approach to Becoming a “Good” Engineer. Grantor: National Endowment for the Humanities. Amount: $149,923.
2025
Consultant. Project Title: (Dis)Orienting Apps: Technological Mediation of Memory, Agency, and Sense of Space in the use of Mobile Navigation Aids. Grantor: University of North Dakota's College of Arts and Sciences Fine Arts and Humanities Scholarship Initiative Amount: $9,569.39.
2024
Investigator. Project Title: Gulf Scholars Program. Grantor: The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. Amount: $524,034.
2024
Co-Primary Investigator. Project Title: Philosophy of the Digital World. Grantor: Society for the Philosophy of Technology. Amount: $1,000.
2023
Participant. Project Title: Ethical Archetypes for Technological Innovation in Food Systems. Grantor: National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Amount: $550,084.

2023
Co-Investigator. Project Title: (Dis)Orienting Apps: Technological Mediation of Memory, Agency, and Sense of Space in the use of Mobile Navigation Aids. Grantor: Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. Amount: $4,800.
2023
Primary Investigator. Project Title: (Dis)Orienting Apps: Technological Mediation of Memory, Agency, and Sense of Space in the use of Mobile Navigation Aids. Grantor: University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Seed Grant. Amount: $5,000.
2021
Grant Recipient. Grantor: University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Library Affordable Textbook Adoption Grant. Amount: $1,500.
2017
Primary Investigator. Project Title: Values, Ethics, and Standards. Grantor: University of Texas Rio Grande Valley College of Liberal Arts Proposal Development Fund
2017
Co-Recipient. Project Title: Globalization Opportunities Grant to Develop a Conference: Philosophy Across the Americas—Thinking La Frontera. Grantor: University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Office of Global Engagement
2014
Primary Investigator. Project Title: Women's barriers to entry into food sovereignty movement in South Asia. Grantor: Shalom Center for Justice and Peace.

2014
Participant. Project Title: The new ethics of food. Grantor: Andrew W. Mellon Foundation-Supported Humanities Without Walls Consortium Global Midwest Initiative Seed Program
2013
Co-Principal Investigator. Project Title: Recognizing value pluralism among ecosystem services experts and public stakeholders. Grantor: Kellogg Biological Station's National Science Foundation-Supported Long-Term Ecological Research 

2012
Primary Investigator. Project Title: Developing a Workshop on Food Justice and Peace. Grantor: Shalom Center for Justice and Peace
FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS, and AWARDS








2025
Invited Speaker Honorarium. North Dakota University Human-Technology Interaction Speaker Series
2023
Invited Speaker Honorarium. Northeastern University Information Ethics Roundtable
2020
Invited Speaker Honorarium. Animal Welfare Research Network UK.

2018
Invited Speaker Honorarium. Texas State University

2017
Invited Speaker Honorarium. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development Co-operative Research Program (OECD-CRC)-sponsored international symposium. Hosted at Aoyama Gakuin University, Tokyo, Japan

2015
Disciplinary Leadership Award. Michigan State University Graduate School.
2014
Animal Studies Fellowship Award. Michigan State University Animal Studies Program at Michigan State University.

2014
Passed Ph.D. Comprehensive Exams with Distinction. Michigan State University.
2013
Vonne Lund Junior Researcher Prize. European Society for Agricultural and Food Ethics.
2013
Slaughter Research Fellowship. Grantor: Michigan State University.
2012
Somers Excellence in Teaching Award. Michigan State University.

2012
Research Commons in Philosophical Writing Fellowship. Grantor: Michigan State University. 

2009
Award for Best MA Dissertation Presentation. CSU Dominguez Hills.
PRESENTATIONS ___________________                                                                                     
Selected Conferences and Workshops
76.
2025
Some Potential Answers to What Agriculture is For. Food Archetypes Workshop: What is Agriculture For? Michigan State University.
75.
2025
Enactivist App Design: Exper – a Case Study. (With Michael Butler and Colin Graves) The Society for Philosophy and Technology. Eindhoven University of Technology, Netherlands.
74.
2025
Good Food for Good People. ASFS-AFHVS Conference: Food Cultures & Social Justice. Oregon State University.
73.
2025
Commentary on Christopher Gomez’s The Untenability of the Computer Simulation Hypothesis. Digital Worlds Workshop.

72.
2024
Navigation and the Extended Mind: Exper – a Case Study. (With Michael Butler) Digital Worlds Workshop.

71.
2024
Good Food for Good People: an Examination of the Moral Intuitions and Ethical Demands of Food Welfare in the US. Invited talk for the Culinary Mind Center for the Philosophy of Food online colloquium series Half Baked. University of Milan.
70.
2023
The Shape of Welfare: Using Precision Livestock Farming to Promote Value Pluralism in Animal Welfare. 2nd US Precision Livestock Farming Conference. University of Tennessee.

69.
2023
A Framework for Transparency in Precision Livestock Farming. 2nd US Precision Livestock Farming Conference. University of Tennessee.

68-67.
2023
Thinking Through Digital Worlds. 

Information Ethics Roundtable 2023: The Ethics and Epistemology of Virtual Reality. Northeastern University.

Digital Worlds Workshop. 

66.
2022
Organized and Presented at: Philosophy and the Digital World: A Special Session of the Digital Worlds Workshop. Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy. Texas A&M. College Station.

65.
2022
Environmental Justice in Virtual Worlds. Digital Worlds Workshop.

64.
2022
The Promise in Disasters: Reducing Epistemic Deficits of Food Systems for Sustainability. Food Ethics Futures. Michigan State University.

63.
2021
Environmental Justice in Digital Worlds. International Association for Environmental Philosophy.

62.
2021
Food Ethics Arrives (or Does It?) Commentary. Silo to Spoon Workshop.

61.
2021
Thinking with the (Digital) World: Justice Issues in Extended Cognition and Mixed Reality. Society for the Philosophy of Technology.

60.
2021
The Promise of the Pandemic: Repairing Epistemic Deficits Around Injustices in Food Systems. Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society and the Association for the Study of Food and Society, New York University.

59.
2020
Underexamined Ethical Perspectives on Precision Livestock Farming. Current Developments in PLF Technologies Workshop, Animal Welfare Research Network.
58.
2020
Commentary and Response to Zachary Bachman’s “Volitioin, Deontic Assessment, and the Shape of Morality.” 4th Annual Texas Ethics Workshop, Texas Christian University.

57.
2019
Mixed Reality and Augmented Worlds. Society for the Philosophy of Technology, Texas A&M University.

56.
2019
A Right to Understand Justice. The Epistemology of Justice, The Southern Journal of Philosophy, the University of Memphis.

55.
2018
Irish as a Language of the Borderlands: Linguistic and Epistemic Justice, Anzaldua, and Gaeilge. Philosophical Perspectives on Contemporary Ireland. University College Dublin.

54.
2017
Culture and Ethics Concerning Food Attributes. International Symposium on Food Credence Attributes. Aoyama Gakuin University. 
53.
2017
Author meets critics ­ Commentary and Discussion on Benjamin Hale’s The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature. The International Association of Environmental Philosophy. University of Memphis.

52.
2017
Session organizer and presenter, Roundtable: Author Meets Critics: Heldke and Boisvert’s Philosophers at Table. Presented at the Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society. Occidental College.

50-51.
2017
Decolonizing “Colonias”: Naming Neighborhoods on the US-Mexico Border. 

35th International Social Philosophy Conference, Loyola University.

8th Annual Dimensions of Political Ecology Conference, University of Kentucky.

49.
2017
Livestock Participating in Their Own Welfare: The Risks and Promise of Precision Livestock Farming. 2nd Annual Bovay Workshop on Engineering and Applied Ethics. Texas A&M University.

48.
2016
Loss of Epistemic Self-Determination in the Anthropocene. 22nd Annual International Interdisciplinary Conference on the Environment.

47-46.
2016 
Sovereigns without a Realm: Food Sovereignty for Uprooted People.

4th Annual Workshop on Food Justice. Michigan State University. 

Agriculture, Food and Human Values Society Annual Conference. University of Toronto Scarborough.

45.
2016
Collaborative Design and Social Justice in Ethics of Engineering Classes. 3rd Annual Meeting of The Consortium for Socially Relevant Philosophy of/in Science and Engineering & 6th Annual Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology Conference. University of Texas Dallas.

44.
2016
Beyond Citizenship: Toward Just Communities with Non-Human Animals. Rocky Mountain Ethics Conference. University of Colorado Boulder.

43.
2015
Using PGIS as a Postmodern Mapping Tool for Food Justice Mapping in Michigan. (With Shakara Tyler). Knowledge from the Margins: Social Justice and Sustainability Conference. Michigan State University.
41. 2015
Food Sovereignty, Self-determination, and the Law. World Congress of the International Association for the Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy. Georgetown Law.

40.
2015
Loss of Epistemic Self-Determination in the Anthropocene. 2nd Annual Meeting, Ethics and Adaptation Workshop. University at Buffalo.

39.
2015
Food and Justice: Different Narrative Genealogies in the Food Justice Movement. Moral Cultures of Food: Access, Production, and Consumption, Past and Present. University of North Texas.

35-38.
2015
Women, Justice, and Food Sovereignty in India: A Story of Socially Relevant, Transdisciplinary Research. 

Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society / Association for the Study of Food and Society Conference. Chatham University.

Public Philosophy Network. University of San Francisco. 

Socially Relevant Philosophy of/in Science and Engineering Second Annual Conference. Detroit, MI.




Ecojustice and Activism Conference. Eastern Michigan University.

34.
2015
Possibilities for Food Sovereignty in a Metropolis. (With Shakara Tyler). Workshop on Feeding Cities: Ethical and Policy Issues in Urban Food Systems. Northeastern University.

32-33.
2014
Community Epistemic Capacities and Structured Decision-Making. 




International Social Philosophy Conference. Southern Oregon University.

Environmental Science and Policy Program 2nd Annual Research Symposium. Michigan State University.

31.
2014
Community Epistemic Capacities for Environmental Justice. 11th Annual Meeting International Society for Environmental Ethics. Allenspark, CO.

30.
2014
Trust as a Community Epistemic Capacity. Socially Relevant Philosophy of/in Science and Engineering Workshop, Communities of Integration Conference. University of Waterloo.

29.
2014
Food Sovereignty and Community Epistemic Capacities. Dimensions of Political Ecology Conference. University of Kentucky.

28.
2014
Beyond Citizenship: Toward Just Communities with Non-Human Animals. Ecojustice & Activism Conference. Eastern Michigan University.

27.
2014
The Sustainable Michigan Endowed Project. (Poster Presentation). Integrated Network for Social Sustainability. University of North Carolina Charlotte.

26.
2013
Must Ecosystem Services be Commodified, Instrumentalized, and Anthropocentric? 17th Annual Meeting International Association for Environmental Philosophy. University of Oregon.

25.
2013
Food Sovereignty, Health Sovereignty, and Self-Organized Community Viability. International Social Philosophy Conference. Quinnipiac University.

24.
2013
Epistemic Capacities for Urban Communities. Philosophy of the City, Brooklyn College.

22-23.
2013
Asking for Reasons as a Weapon: Epistemic Justification and the Loss of Knowledge. 




Reason, Reasons and Reasoning: 1st Annual Conference, Center for 


Cognition and Neuroethics, University of Michigan Flint.




EDGES Conference, Michigan State University.

21.
2013
The Ethics of Consuming: Community, Agency, and Participation in Global Food Systems. (With Dan Beck, Samantha Noll, and Mladjo Ivanovic). 11th Congress of the European Society for Agriculture and Food Ethics, Uppsala University.

19-20. 2013
Cityscapes and Climate Adaptation: An Argument for Epistemological Dissensus.

Agriculture, Food and Human Values Society & the Association for the Study of Food and Society. Michigan State University.

Association for Environmental Studies and Sciences. Duquesne University.

18.
2013
Apron Strings, Mama's Boys, and Obstetrics: The Problem of Representing 'Nature' as 'Mother' in Our Culture. The Association for the Study of Literature & Environment. University of Kansas.

17.
2013
What Students Have, What They Need: One Attempt at Rethinking Content for Nontraditional Students. Advancing Public Philosophy. Emory University.

16.
2013
Community Learning and Epistemic Justice. Ecojustice and Activism: Intergenerational Learning for Just and Sustainable Communities. Eastern Michigan University.

13-15. 2013
Health Sovereignty: Community-Focused Response to Public Health Crises, Environmental Injustice, and Catastrophes. 




Interdisciplinary Scholarship in Land Use & Ethics,
SUNY College of 


Environmental Science and Forestry.




Dimensions of Political Ecology Conference on Nature/Society, 



University of Kentucky.




The Interdisciplinary Aspects of Public Health and Environmental Justice, 


Bethune-Cookman University.

12.
2013
Recognizing Value Pluralism among Ecosystem Services Experts and Public Stakeholders. (With Zachary Piso). Dimensions of Political Ecology Conference on Nature/Society. University of Kentucky.

11.
2012
From Food Justice to a Tool of the Status Quo: The Three Sub-Movements within Local Food. International Association of Environmental Philosophy. Rochester NY. 

8-10.
2012
Fighting Nature: An Analysis and Critique of Breed-Specific Flourishing Arguments for Dog Fights.

Animal and Environmental Philosophy: A Bowling Green State University Graduate Workshop in Applied Philosophy. Bowling Green State University.




26th Annual Meeting for Society for Science, Literature, and the Arts. 


University of Wisconsin Milwaukee.




Annual Meeting of the Michigan Sociological Association. Calvin 



College.

5-7.
2012
Local Knowledge: Toward an Ecologically Motivated Dissensus.

46th Annual Meeting of the North Texas Philosophical Association. University of North Texas.



29th International Social Philosophy Conference, Northeastern University.


Symposium in Land Use and Ethics. SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry.

4. 
2012
'Developing' 'Resources' and Other Violence: Symbolic Injustice in Cross-Cultural Attempts at Development. Symposium in Land Use and Ethics. SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry.

2-3.
2012
Nature in Mothering Over ‘Mother Nature’: Towards a Maternally Informed Environmental Politics.




Ecojustice and Activism Conference. Eastern Michigan University.




Graduate Academic Conference. Michigan State University.

1.
2012
Suicide Food: Domination and Exploitation in Pornography of Animals and Women” EDGES Conference, Michigan State University.

Public Talks
16.
2025
The "Eyes and Ears of AI": Environmental Justice in Augmented Reality. Human - Technology Interaction Speaker Series. University of North Dakota.

15.
2024
Challenges with Water, Energy, and Food Nexus. Center for Community Resilience Research Innovation and Advocacy Conference 2024. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

14.
2023
Food Justice. Healthy People, Healthy Community USDA Conference. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

13.
2019
Collaborative Annotations: Developing Students' Critical Reading, Thinking, Writing, and Teamwork Skills. Center for Teaching Excellence. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
12.
2019
How to Successfully Publish an Edited Book. Faculty Development Session. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

11.
2019
Food Justice Philosophy and History. Healthy People, Healthy Communities: Exploring Future Careers USDA Conference. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

10.
2018
Accessibility Learning Community: Creating Student Success through Universal Design for Learning. Center for Teaching Excellence. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

9.
2017
Animals Eating Animals: Is It Morally Acceptable to Eat Meat? Public Lecture at University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

8.
2017
Theory of Activism: Intersectionality of Movements and Theory of Activism. Environmental Action Committee. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

7.
2016
Local Justice in Environmental Studies. Environmental Studies Symposium. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

6.
2016
Panel Discussion on the Papal Climate Change Encyclical. (With Amy Hay, Lynn Vincent Nathan, and David Jackson). Public Lecture at University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
5.
2015
Meaningful Participation and Self-Determination in the Environmental Justice Movement. Environmental Studies Symposium. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
4.
2014
Path Dependencies of Conceptualizing Environmental Values: Critical Reflections and Field Philosophy. (With Zachary Piso). Invited Talk at Ecosystem Services for Urbanizing Regions IGERT. Portland State University.

3.
2013
The Ethics of Consuming: Community, Agency, and Participation in Global Food Systems. (With Dan Beck, Mladjo Ivanovic, and Samantha Noll). Public Lecture at Olivet College.

2.
2012
Engaged Scholarship, Liberal Education, and Social Change. Liberal Education, Environmental Philosophy, and Social Change: An Interactive Colloquium. (With Kyle Whyte and Samantha Noll). Public Lecture at Nazareth College.

1.
2011
Commentary on Sandra Harding's “Is Science Multicultural” Distinguished Lecture Series. Michigan State University.
Select Guest Lectures
5.
2025
Philosophy, Ethics, and Technology, Harvard University


4.
2024
Philosophy, Ethics, and Technology, Harvard University
3.
2023
Climate Change and Moral Responsibilities, University of Minnesota Morris
2.
2022
Climate Change and Moral Responsibilities, University of Minnesota Morris

1.
2015
Geography Environmental Ethics, Michigan State University
TEACHING EXPERIENCE









University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Courses Developed and Taught:

Graduate Courses:

Environmental Philosophy

Human Rights, Justice, and Health

Narrative Bioethics

Philosophical and Theoretical Thought in Bioethics
Methods of Inquiry in Bioethics

Ethics in Biomedical Research
Theory of Bioethics and Health Care

Undergraduate Courses:

Special Topics in Applied Ethics: Digital Worlds

Philosophy of Education
Epistemology

Introduction to Environmental Studies

Ethics of Engineering
Medical Humanities Capstone Course
Philosophy for Children
Introduction to Philosophy

Ethics, Happiness, and the Good Life

New Courses Created and Taught:
Digital Worlds

Philosophy of Food

Medical Ethics

Philosophy for Children

Philosophy of Education

Environmental Ethics
Michigan State University
Courses Developed and Taught:
Ethics and the Environment

Introduction to Philosophy
New Courses Created and Taught:

Environmental Justice, Online Certification Program
Women, Food, and the Environment, with Lisa Schwartzman

Teaching Assistant:

Introduction to Organizational Leadership, Instructor of Record: Jeff Ericksen

Self, Society, and Technology, Instructor of Record: Fred Gifford

Self, Society, and Technology, Instructor of Record: Kyle Whyte
Teaching Certification:
Certification to teach Logic
English as a Second Language
Taught, developed courses, and trained instructors in English as a Second Language
2008-2011
ELS Dominican University, San Rafael CA
2006-2008
New York Language Centers, New York NY

2004-2006
ECC Japan, Kansai Japan
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT_________


Professional Leadership Service
2021-Present


Director, Digital Worlds Workshop research coordination network

2017-2023, 2025-Present
Director, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Center for Collaboration in Ethics

2025-Present
Graduate Program Coordinator, Master of Science in Bioethics

2017-2022


Program Coordinator, Medical Humanities Minor

Select Other Professional Service
2025-present
Editorial Board Member, The Anthem Press Digital Arts and Humanities Series
2019-2024
Governance Committee Member, University IT Governance Committee

2020-2023
Member of Director Committee, School of Interdisciplinary Programs and Community
2019-2023
Committee Member, ABET Certification Committee, College of Engineering UTRGV

2017-2020
Editorial Board Member, Eco Rio: A Journal of Environmental Studies UTRGV

2015-2020
Committee Member, Anzaldúa Speaker Series UTRGV

2018-2019
Committee Member, Masters degree Development in Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems UTRGV

2017
Program Committee Member, Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology Conference UT Dallas

2016-2017
Committee Member, Sustainable Food Systems UTRGV

2014-15
Coordinator, Food Justice and Sovereignty Transdisciplinary Work Group. Center for Regional Food Systems, Michigan State University. 

2014-15
Leadership Committee Member for Michigan Environmental Justice Coalition.

2012-15
Graduate Assistant. Kellogg Foundation's Sustainable Michigan Endowed Project, Michigan State University. 

2012-15
Graduate Organizer, Graduate Specialization in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics.

Event Creation and Organization
2021-Present
Digital Worlds Workshop Annual Works-in-Progress Conference
2024
Workshop: What Is Agriculture For? Archetypes for Future Food System. United States Department of Agriculture. 

2024
Food, Technology, and Philosophy Symposium. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

2017-2020
Texas Ethics Workshop, with Texas State University and Texas Christian University.

2015-2020
Eco Rio Environmental Studies Symposium. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

2017
Philosophy across the Americas Conference: Thinking La Frontera. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley & South Texas College.

2017
Fulbright Outreach Guest Lecture by Galina Kallio

2017
Guest Lecture Series and Campus Visit by Matteo Bonotti
2015

7th Annual PACE Bioethics Conference. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

2013-15
Workshop on Food Justice & Peace: From Theory to Praxis. Michigan State University. 

2013-14
Everybody Eats: Cultivating Food Democracy. Community Workshop on Food Justice. Lansing.

2013
Standards Education for the Liberal Arts, a National Institute of Standards and Technology-funded Workshop. Michigan State University. 

2011-13
EDGES Graduate Conference, MSU College of Arts and Letters.

Select Community Engagement
2023-Present
Committee Member, Texas General Land Office (GLO) Community Development Block Grant – Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)
2025-Present
Affiliate, Health / Medical Integration Workgroup Rio Grande Valley
2022-Present
Creator, Digital Worlds podcast

2020-Present
Creator, Thought About Food podcast

2015-2020
Affiliate, Voces Unidas RGV community development group
2012-2015
Affiliate, Michigan Environmental Justice Coalition
Peer Reviews
2025
Springer book proposal review
2025
Routledge book proposal review
2025
Open Educational Resource book review

2024
Open Educational Resource book review

2024
Open Educational Resource book review

2022
Philosophical Quarterly
2022
Radical Philosophy Review
2022
Food Ethics
2021
Ethical Perspectives
2018
Invited to evaluate a multi-million-dollar grant proposal for the Austrian Government’s Science Fund

2018
Society & Animals
2018
Humanimalia
2017
Environmental Ethics
2017
Radical Philosophy Review
2017
Ethics, Policy & Environment
2017
Abstract reviewing committee. International Society for Industrial Ecology-International Symposium on Sustainable Systems and Technology. University of Illinois Chicago.

2016

Science and Engineering Ethics
2015

Interdisciplinary Environmental Review

2014-15
Public Philosophy Journal.
2014-15
Agriculture and Human Values

2013

Environmental Philosophy
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS PAST AND PRESENT                                                                                                 
Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society

American Philosophical Association

Animal Welfare Research Network

European Society for Agricultural and Food Ethics
Integrated Network for Social Sustainability

International Association for Environmental Philosophy

International Society for Environmental Ethics

North American Society for Social Philosophy

Public Philosophy Network

Social Epistemology Review and Reply Collective

Society for Philosophy and Technology

Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy
Socially Relevant Philosophy of/in Science and Engineering

