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Land of the rising star
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pon a time, Japan was where Western rock bands came tg _
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At the lowest &

Once u
die — it was a dinosaur's graveyard. These days, new acts are

for rock-and-roll. The story follows his
Ill’ll-:ll‘l-lli'
the mussc scene in Tokye through Koyuhi's
oyes. In the anime, the music for the
fictional bands 15 played by very tatented
musicians, in many cases real lapaness
bands playwnq under pieudonyms.

Bock is & hit In Japan, and is slready

trying to break here, and their efforts are acknowledged by Sony's
current audition season. Yet, this country is still a notoriously diffi-

cult nut to crack. KS meets the people who would be big in Japan,

beckfansite com have sprung up for fans
10 gather to talk about the show and
discuss the many references to the modern
music scene Beck makes. It's Creating an
interest in rock for many people, as fans
of the show are picking up quitars for the
first time. On one of the forums disaasng
the show a post asked “Did Beck influence
your life somehow?” and received scores

| of responses.
| “It influenced me enough to withdraw
good  PROFESSIONAL $450 from my bank and buy a Fender Strat-
Jumping 10 this level, where you are making ocaster” says one such response. “Been
mus playing for about two hours a day and

coming to Japan have challenges: learning the in the other sense of the term, as music performers. T
, : oy been loving it. | haven't enjoyed mussc this
the language of “pointing and peopie have gotten a measure of success,

much in years. | think BECK is one of the
best series ever." While the rock-and-roll
Wfestyle probably didnt need a Japanese
ecently, the main way cartoon to make it seem atwractive, it's

ana accent 'BUnng out how housing, utilities, aspinng musicians everywhere, those

o n 4 ” " tis c
work; trying not to get los motivated by of the promise of easy su: you were. 418,60
ne; and a hundred other day-to- ol pessabl oo s

For any band or performer try ng to succe

day pro making it in every day lfe is hard enough 1 te software '
el € tin every day ife is hard enough to keepyou  a few stages of development, though e i ol L300 S T e
! n te h 1t SOMm " o L ' m P o ol g4 Il '
Sy for quite awhile. Yet some transplants are also try ng to make it exactly where a given group fits in might not be ! installed, and a good mike isn't much less record label and trying to use that as a country that keeps performars trying.
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2 Feature

BRIGHT LIGHTS, BIG CITY

You might think that to truly make it in J.
apan "
r labels weren't
you would need to go to Tokyo, If you can P el

make it there, you can make it anywhere ... interested in foreign acts. T S
actually that might be a different city. But may be changing, at least for some people.
certainly with so many venues, and with so A major label is now opening to foreign

many labels calling Tokyo home, it seems groups trying to make it in Japan. Sony Music
the logical choice for aspiring musicians, and Entertainment (Japan) Inc Sound Develop-
therefore those of us who want a vibrant ment Group is holding open auditions for any

mers interviewed, even some of those living foreigners living and performing in o

in Kanto, While Kansai is a smaller scene, interested in doing so. It is true that there

there are a lot of benefits to living here. are precious few Westem groups (read: none)
"There are so many bands and venues on the top selling lists in Japan that aren't happy with what they're doing. As Jayme

Where does all this leave Westemers
performing In Japan? While the odds fq,
achieving some success and notoriety ar,
probably higher than at home, the o o
making it big are just as bad or worse, |f y
are trying to become a superstar it's difficys
to succeed. If you are trying to perform 1,
show your music, that's very easy and o, .
likely to "make it". You hear that same sent
ment echoed again and again by performers

U

music scene. Not so, say most of the perfor-

here that it's hard for anyone to make it” stars abroad first. But sales of domestic Shores, an acoustic guitarist and mysiciz,
Says David Enemy, who performs in Kanto . ing i e

as the lead singer of the band Everybody's artists have been going down the last few working in Japan says, °| love Singing ang
Enemy. This is especially damaging when it years as well, to be replaced by big name feel lucky that | have had the opportun ty to

interacts with the pay-for-play system Western artists, and increasingly groups from share my own music with people from |

common in Japan. If there are twenty gigs unexpected places like Korea. Itis, in fact, over. | would like to continue performing [ie

bt s o o = in direct response to this that Sony Music whether in Japan, the US or other parts

to make their money back on the expense Entertainment (Japan) Inc. is opening up the of the world. | don't know if music wil
Gordy Carlson, the drummer from auditions to any foreigners, including Korean be my only career in the future, but

Trouble Tribe Japan (http://troubletribe.com) and Chinese, who want to sign to a major it will definitely be a part of what-

agrees "Osaka's a small town in a way, in Japanese label. ever | do."

feeling, but strangely there are more top-
class performers in Kansai.“ Much like the

of putting on the show.

two cities themselves, the music scenes in
Kansai and Kanto are quite different, and
suited to different people. Kansai is smaller,
but it allows you to get oriented and feel like

THOSE SONY AUDITIONS
Sony is auditioning foreign musicians who are resident — or are prepared to move
here. The hearings started in April and will run through May. Applicants should

{ly in a community, while Tokyo send a profile, pictures and if possible a demo of their music. More information
you're really in a col s

with its teeming throng offers variety that at http:/lwww.sonymusic.co Jp/Audition/sd/ial

for many people is eventually unfulfilling. 1 <
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“ SR Open: 10:00~21:00 7 days a week

Rocktastic collection of rock and prog-rock musicians

as well as over 100 other famous faces. 66661
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{; A And check out COSMIC JOKERS for rock music collector's items - next to the museum.



